May 2017
A great African Air Safari Adventure

Kenya, Zambia, South Africa (positioning leg)
Namibia, Botswana, Zimbabwe, Mozambique, Tanzania,
Rwanda, Kenya
th

Itinerary and lodges:

29 April: positioning toward South Africa, night at charming Royal Chundu
30th April to 4th May: Cape Town area, explore the wineries and the Coast
5th May: Kersefontein; a lovely farm, horseback riding
Starting of the air safari
6th and 7th May: meeting with all participants, Eningu Lodge, just outside Windhoek, Namibia
8th, 9th and 10th May: Damaraland Camp, Namibia
11th and 12th May: Nhoma camp, Namibia
13th, 14th and 15th May: Duba Expedition Camp, Botswana
16th and 17th May: Singita Pamushana, Zimbabwe
18th and 19th May: Mana Pools Safari Camp, Zimbabwe
20th, 21st and 22nd May: Vamizi Island, Mozambique
23rd May: Old Boma Hotel, Tanzania
24th and 25th May: Ngorongoro Crater Lodge, Tanzania
26th, 27th and 28th May: Akiba Camp, Serengeti, Tanzania
29th, 30th and 31st May: Virunga Lodge, Rwanda
1st, 2nd and 3rd June: Campi ya Kanzi, Kenya

About the flying:
We will scenic fly over the most beautiful areas of Africa… the wilderness of Namibia, the amazing Okavango
delta, the rocky outcrops of Zimbabwe, lake Kariba and the lower Zambezi, the wild Mozambique, the
beautiful Indian Ocean Coast, the open space of Tanzania, the Ngorongoro Crater, the Mountain of the Moon
(Virunga), the deep gorges of the Rift Valley. This trip will take you to the most iconic places in Africa.
And you will fly in luxury and comfort, with a Cessna Grand Caravan, with 8 business class seats.
Fasten your seat belts and read below how our air adventure will unfold!

About the trip:

You can join us for the entire trip or chose any portion you like. We start in Nairobi on 29th, positioning to Cape
Town, via charming Royal Chundu, on the Zambezi (in Zambia). After few days in Cape Town (from 30th April
till 4th May) we move toward Windhoek, Namibia; then Botswana, Zimbabwe, Mozambique, Tanzania, Rwanda
and finally Kenya. You can plan to arrive/leave in any of these Countries and we shall arrange for you to
join/leave our air adventure.

29th April: Kenya to Zambia; 30th April: Zambia to South Africa
Michael and Luca will start the positioning flight, leaving Nairobi Wilson in the morning and arriving at
Livingstone in Zambia in the late afternoon, with a scenic flight over Victoria Falls. We will spend the night at
charming Royal Chundu.

The next day we will fly from Livingstone to Cape Town, over amazing landscapes.
Should you like to spend some days in lovely Cape Town and like the idea of flying over Africa, join us in the
positioning flight. We can help you arrange your stay in the Cape area, to explore the great wineries.

5th May: South Africa to Namibia
Today we will fly to Kersefontein, a lovely farm North West of Cape Town. Originally purchased by settler
Martin Melck in 1770, the farm, with its fine old Cape Dutch homestead and rambling outbuildings, has been
worked by eight generations of the Melck family. Now a National Monument, little has changed in terms of
beauty, tranquility and isolation.

6th and 7th May: Eningu Lodge , Namibia
From Kersefontein we will fly to Windhoek, along the most wild deserts and astounding sceneries. We will stay
at Eningu Lodge, just outside Windhoek. Lovely and peaceful lodge, with a range of enjoyable activities. You
could plan to arrive in Windhoek on 7th, in order to be ready to start the air safari in the morning of the 8th.

8th, 9th and 10th May: Damaraland Camp, Torra Conservancy, Namibia
A beautiful and short flight over the Namib desert will take us to Damaraland.
Damaraland Camp is situated in the Torra Conservancy – an inspirational community partnership – with
sensational views of the surrounding desert plains, ancient valleys and distant peaks of the Brandberg
Mountains. We will spend three days in this pristine wilderness, exploring the Huab River system, the
surrounding desert plains and ancient valleys framed by the Etendeka Mountains. Guided nature drives and
walks are a feature as well as engaging with the communities of the area. Good chances to see the desert
elephants.

11th and 12th May: Nhoma Safari Camp, Namibia
A very interesting flight over the vastness of Namibia will take us to its West corner, at Nhoma Safari Camp.
This is an amazing operation in the land of the San, the bushmen. The camp is basic, but this will be one of the
highlight of our trip. Here we will engage in a profound and authentic way with the San. They will allow us to
enter into their charming World. We will participate in to their daily life and see how they live.

13th, 14th and 15th May: Duba Expedition Camp, Okavango Delta, Botswana
From the desert to the water: we leave Namibia and we fly into the splendid Okavango.
Our camp sits in the heart of classic Okavango Delta habitat. A matrix of palm-dotted islands, flood plains and
woodland, the 77,000-acre private concession typifies the region’s unique landscape. Located here,
exclusively, is the six tent Duba Expedition Camp, a wildlife connoisseur’s getaway. Built on a wooded island,
connected to the prolific wildlife area by an elaborate set of bridges, the area is the base of many famous
wildlife documentaries by National Geographic filmmakers Dereck and Beverly Joubert. It is the only camp on

the concession, thereby offering guests the ultimate opportunity for private sightings. The homogenous
experience of wildlife is renowned with regular sightings of a diverse range of species, including large herds of
Red lechwe along with Greater kudu, tsessebe and even giraffe. Of course, elephant and hippo trudge through
the swamps happily, and are regularly seen. Leopard, and nocturnal species such as Brown hyena can be
sighted as well. Wildlife is a regular sight right in camp!

16th and 17th May: Singita Pamushana, Zimbabwe
A very scenic flight over vast wilderness and diverse landscapes will take us from Botswana to the most
Southern end of Zimbabwe. Singita Pamushana is a stunning lodge in a vast private concession. We will see
elephants, white and black rhinos, either on foot or on game drive. Good chances to see even wild dogs. This is
definitively one of the best lodges in Africa, nestled on top of a hill and perfectly merged in the beautiful
surroundings.

18th and 19th May, Mana Pools Safari Camp, Lower Zambezi, Zimbabwe
Another breathtaking scenic flight will take us to the mighty Zambezi River, where it flows from Lake Kariba
through the Lower Zambezi Valley, a huge rift in the earth's crust. Over the millennia the Zambezi has rushed
through this valley creating islands, channels and sandbanks. Old river meanders, left in the mineral-rich
volcanic soils, have formed into small ox-bow lakes surrounded by lush vegetation and tall old stands of
mahogany and ebony. This abundance of water and luxuriant greenery accounts for the valley's wealth of big
game. Here we will have our own private mobile camp. We will have the opportunity for fabulous walking
safaris.

20th, 21st, 22nd May: Vamizi Island, Mozambique
We will have a little of a long day, when we fly from the Northern end of Zimbabwe to the Eastern end of
Mozambique. The aerial views will be breathtaking though.
Located in one of the wildest places on earth, set in the Quirimbas Archipelago in the calm waters off the
coast of northern Mozambique, Vamizi offers the definitive experience of barefoot luxury in Africa.
On the surface, Vamizi Island is utterly mellow. Go a few feet below and everything changes, as the Vamizi
seas - which guests share with no other tourists - are bristling with big ocean action.
Some of the dives here are said to be the best in the world and the deep sea fishing is exhilarating.
But this is only part of the story… Snorkeling trips, castaway picnics, whale watching expeditions, kayak trips
up the estuary, traditional dhow sunset cruises, nature walks, community visits and miles of beaches are
waiting to be explored… keeping even the most active souls happy.

23rd May: Old Boma Hotel, Mikindani, Tanzania
In order to make our flight toward Northern Tanzania more pleasant, today we will have a night stop at the
Old Boma Hotel, in Southern Tanzania.
The historic building has been lovingly restored to its former colonial glory to give guests a unique Tanzanian
experience. The Old Boma Hotel overlooks Mikindani Bay, a large, well-protected harbor in the south of
Tanzania, and offers a variety of excursions for guests wishing to explore the area and enjoy the local culture,
beaches, marine and wildlife. For the less adventurous, or those simply looking to unwind in beautiful
surroundings, the hotel facilities include the Afya Spa, Poolside Restaurant, sunset terrace, bar, and swimming
pool.

24th and 25th May, Ngorongoro Crater Lodge, Tanzania
An extremely scenic flight will take us to the breathtaking Ngorongoro Crater. Clouds permitting, we will land
on the rim of the crater and drive to the nearby stunning Ngorongo Crater lodge.
You will be forgiven for losing track of which era, or even continent, you are experiencing. Nowhere else on
earth can you wake up among all the trappings of an elegant baroque chateau - brocade sofas, gilt mirrors,
beaded chandeliers and paneled walls - and be instantly transported into one of the most famous African
landscapes with just one glance out the window of the lodge. In this place of dramatic contrasts, where

Versailles meets Maasai, anything is possible and the natural luxury of the breathtakingly beautiful setting
ensures the dramatic interior of your suite blends perfectly with its stilted thatch architecture.
The game drives in the crater will be amazing: rhino, elephant, lion and even flamingo. Really spectacular.

26th, 27th and 28th May: private camp, Serengeti, Tanzania
A short, amazingly beautiful, flight over the Great Migration will take us to the endless plains of the Serengeti.
Nothing can prepare you for the Pleistocene sight of 2,000,000 animals dotted over infinite savanna! For three
days we will enjoy being among the most amazing wildlife experiences on the Planet. Be prepared for greatest
Nature show. To make it even more special we will have our own private mobile camp, for the best exclusive
experience of the most amazing safari.

29th, 30th and 31st May: Virunga Lodge, Rwanda
We will have a charming flight toward the Virunga Mountains, landing at Ruhengeri, just few minutes from the
lodge. Virunga Lodge is situated in the foothills of the mighty Virungas, the chain of 15,000 ft volcanoes
stretching through Rwanda, Uganda and the Democratic Republic of Congo. It affords wonderful views of the
volcanoes and the surrounding countryside. We will spend the next two days trekking gorilla, perhaps one of
the most dramatic, thrilling and poignant wildlife experiences possible.

1st, 2nd and 3rd June: Campi ya Kanzi, Chyulu Hills, Kenya
This epic air safari has one of the best flight right at its end. From the Virunga Mountains we will fly to Nairobi
over lake Victoria, the Serengeti and Mara plains, the gorges of the Rift Valley, the Ngong Hills. A truly
spectacular flight. And then Campi ya Kanzi. It is our last stop of this amazing African air adventure.
Campi ya Kanzi is a unique boutique community ecolodge which enjoys an exclusive wilderness of 283,000
acres, in front of Mt. Kilimanjaro. Here you will experience authentic ecotourism and genuine immersion in
Maasai culture, while on safari in one of the most iconic landscape of Africa. The Chyulu Hills, where the camp
is nestled, are the Green Hills of Africa of Ernest Hemingway. Game drives, game walks and horse-back riding
are available, together with yoga and massages for true African bliss.
On 4th you will be flown to Nairobi and bid farewell… until the next adventure!

More about Namibia:
Namibia is a country of startling contrasts that straddles two great deserts: the Namib (after which it is named) is the
oldest desert on the planet, and its sea of red sand lies along the Atlantic coastline, while in the eastern interior lies the
Kalahari, a vast and sparsely vegetated savannah that sprawls across the border into neighboring countries. Over the
years, there have been a number of cultural influences that have all added to the unique atmosphere of Namibia. At
various times Germany, Great Britain and South Africa have all governed the territory, but it was with the eventual
independence of Namibia in 1990 that the country was able to develop its multi-cultural character and reinvent itself.
There is a rich and colorful uniquely African vigor that now freely blends in with the European influences on architecture,
food, customs and art, all merging to create a distinctive Namibian character. All this is in interesting juxtaposition with
the expansive landscapes that surround the cities. The many national parks and game reserves boast a huge variety of
wildlife in a kaleidoscope of differing environments: giraffes amble across the blinding white saltpans of Etosha National
Park, gemsbok plunge headlong up impossibly steep red dunes at Sossusvlei, and seals in their many thousands colonize
lonely beachheads along the Skeleton Coast. Astonishing contrasts are everywhere for the visitor to savor, enjoy and
photograph. Namibia has rapidly become a well-known safari destination with a difference, famed for its remote and
intimate lodges, interaction with the indigenous people as well as the wildlife, and offering unique opportunities to
become involved with the cultural heritage of all its peoples.

More about Botswana
With an area of almost 373 000 square miles, Botswana is virtually the same size as France or Texas. Situated in the
center of southern Africa, it is a landlocked country, with Namibia, South Africa, Zambia and Zimbabwe as its immediate
neighbors. Botswana lies an average of 3,000 feet above sea level and is more than 372 miles from the nearest coast.
The Tropic of Capricorn bisects Botswana. The most striking features of the country are its flatness and aridity. With
the exception of the eastern part of Botswana where the great majority of Batswana live and where the summer rainfall
is slightly higher, three-quarters of Botswana is technically a desert. This is what makes the Okavango Delta even more
remarkable. It is a wonderful wetland within a desert, getting its waters from rain falling in central Africa, 621 miles
away. On the wildlife front Ian Seretse is one of the country’s unsung conservation heroes (and currently its president).
When he became head of the military, he positioned his troops to secure Botswana’s borders from poachers. The game
concentrations within the country multiplied overnight. Many people owe their jobs and careers to his actions. The
country abandoned mass tourism and focused on high quality / low volume tourism as the best way to create a
sustainable industry that would employ a large percentage of its people, while still preserving the environment. Today
wildlife and tourism employs about 45% of all the people who live in northern Botswana.

More about Zimbabwe
Zimbabwe is a land-locked country blessed with fertile soils, mineral wealth and wonderful scenery. Destinations like
Victoria Falls, Hwange National Park and Mana Pools are world-renowned and the country is blessed with diverse
habitats, from the granite hills of the Matopos to the majestic mountains, lush forests and beautiful rivers of the Eastern
Highlands. As such, there is much to attract the traveler, from wildlife viewing and adrenalin adventures to delving into
the history of the Zimbabwean people going back thousands of years. The Zambezi has an exceptional variety of
spectacular scenery as well as one of the world’s natural wonders: the Victoria Falls. The National Parks along the
Zambezi are legendary; Mana Pools, located on the floodplains of Africa’s Great Rift Valley, offers superb wildlife
viewing. Along the Botswana border the easternmost tongues of the Kalahari sands creep into the country and mix with
the teak forests of the interior, so that desert-adapted animals share the same habitat with woodland species. Great
Zimbabwe is a ruined city that was once the capital of the iron-age Kingdom of Zimbabwe. The kingdom was at its peak
between 1100 and 1400, so subsequent to that of Mapungubwe to the south. The ruins are the largest of around 200
such Zimbabwe’s most of which feature monumental mortar less walls.
The Great Enclosure has walls 11 meters high and 250 meters long, making it the largest ancient structure south of the
Sahara. Artifacts found at the site indicate extensive trade links with Kilwa on the coast of Tanzania and onward to
Arabia, India and China. It is thought that up to 1000kg of gold may have been mined during the height of the
civilization. Primarily of the Bantu group of south and central Africa, the black Zimbabweans are divided into two major
language groups, which are subdivided into several ethnic groups. The Mashona (Shona speakers), who constitute about
75% of the population, have lived in the area the longest and are the majority language group. The Matabele (Sindebele
speakers), representing about 20% of the population and centered in the southwest around Bulawayo, arrived within
the last 150 years. An offshoot of the South African Zulu group, they maintained control over the Mashona until the
white occupation of Rhodesia in 1890.

More about Mozambique
Due to its prime location on the East African coast, Mozambique became a significant trading post for gold, ivory and
later slaves between the 16th and 19th centuries. Civil war followed the end of Portuguese rule in 1975, but since 1992
the Mozambican government has set about transforming the country into a modern economy. Now a stable democracy,
Mozambique remains little explored and the country’s spectacular natural treasures are one of the world’s best-kept
secrets. Mozambique beckons the discerning traveler with exotic, palm-lined beaches and world-class diving and fishing.
With its 1,550 mile coastline fringed by one of the most extensive coral reefs in the world, it offers natural splendor and
an underwater spectacle that is hard to match. The capital city of Maputo is a feast for the senses with its vibrant street
life and superb seafood. Along the coastline, crystal clear waters with dazzling soft corals and a bewildering range of fish
are mesmerizing in their beauty. 25 miles offshore the Bazaruto Archipelago offers some of the finest big game fishing,
diving and snorkeling in the world. Further north lies the ancient port city of Pemba, with its natural harbor the third
deepest in the world. Offshore lies the remote Quirimbas Archipelago like a chain of sparkling jewels, its 27 islands
virtually untouched and unexplored.

More about Tanzania
Tanzania boasts the most impressive National Parks and game reserves in all of Africa. The plains and savannahs of
Serengeti National Park are considered “the” spot on the continent to see wildlife up close. Nearby, the Ngorongoro
crater teems with wildebeest, gazelle, zebra, lions, leopards, cheetahs and even the elusive white rhino. Not to be
forgotten, the Selous Game Reserve is larger than Switzerland. A mountain that needs no introduction is Mt
Kilimanjaro, snow-capped and standing as Africa’s tallest mountain at 5,895m (19,341ft). Open for climbing to those
with energy and time on their hands, the week-long ascent is one of Africa’s most challenging achievements.
Tanzania is home to over 120 different ethnic groups and takes pride in its multicultural heritage. The tall, red-robed
Maasai are the best known of Tanzania’s people. Tanzania’s coastline, known as the Swahili Coast, was a stop on
ancient trading routes between the Indian sub-continent and the Middle-East. Spices, jewels and slaves once passed
through, bringing with them a mélange of cultural riches that remain today. The language of Swahili was born here, and
old mosques, coral palaces and pearly-white beaches still remain.

More about the Serengeti
Largest of Tanzania's national parks, and arguably Africa's premier game park, the Serengeti is the setting for the most
awesome wildlife spectacle on earth. Each year, more than two million wildebeest and zebra begin their great circular
migration across the open plains and acacia woodlands. Huge columns of advancing zebras and ungainly wildebeest
stretch as far as the eye can see with the predators following alongside. Serengeti means "endless plains" in the Maasai
language. The extensive grasslands are interspersed with "kopjes", islands of rocky outcrops which are home to their
own wildlife communities which include cheetah, leopard, and hyrax, to name a few. The Serengeti leaves the visitor
with images of vastness and breathtaking beauty. The most popular time so visit the Serengeti is during January
through May when you will find 1.5 million wildebeest and one-quarter of a million zebra in the park. This herd which
stretches as far as the eye can see moves north until it reaches Kenya’s Maasai Mara sometime in June or early August.

More about Rwanda
Today, Rwanda has one of the fastest growing economies in Africa. It has more women in Parliament than any other
country in the world (64% at the time of writing) and is one of the friendliest, safest countries on the continent. Yet for
most people, it inevitably conjures up images of the dreadful genocide of 1994, when almost a million people died.

Whilst the genocide is a massive part of its history, twenty years on Rwanda has evolved into a united, proud and
optimistic country that warmly welcomes its visitors and provides a truly memorable and inspiring holiday.
Rwanda is a surprising and inspiring country for a holiday, not least because of the remarkable way it has united in the
twenty years since it tore itself apart during the horrific genocide against the Tutsis of 1994. Whilst it would be naïve to
suggest that the entire nation has moved on, a holiday here leaves you with an overwhelming sense of the people’s
optimism and national pride, and their determination that genocide must never happen again. Today, people call
themselves Rwandans, with no distinctions between Tutsis and Hutus. Yet remembrance is as much a part of the
country’s progress as reconciliation. Each year, from April to July, commemorations called Kwibuka take place as part of
the country’s healing process. And at any time of year, a visit to Kigali’s Genocide Memorial is important in
understanding Rwanda’s history and the events leading up to the genocide. It may seem an unlikely holiday attraction
but it is in fact a beautiful, peaceful place that is testament to Rwanda’s strength and spirit of reconciliation.

More about Kenya
Straddling the Equator, and stretching from the Indian Ocean’s coral reefs and white-sand beaches to the colossal
spread of the Great Rift Valley and beyond, Kenya is a country of huge variety and exceptional natural beauty. The
country’s lush grasslands, riverine forests, high plains and moorlands, mountain slopes and semi-deserts provide an
amazing range of habitats for the full panoply of East African wildlife, and an equally wide choice of options for Kenya
holidays. ‘Safari’ was a concept invented here – the word means journey in Swahili. Within the borders of a single
country you can find the most diverse landscapes, timeless cultures unchanged by the modern world, pristine beaches
and coral reef, equatorial forests and mighty snow-capped mountains, searing deserts and cool highland retreats and
endless opportunities for adventure, discovery, relaxation; more than you would ever expect.

About Campi ya Kanzi
Campi ya Kanzi is an award-winning boutique eco-lodge that sets
a new standard in exceptional luxury in a real, ecologically lowimpact way. Working in partnership with the Maasai community
of Kuku Group Ranch, the founders have set out to prove that
you can enjoy the romance of a great old-world safari, the
comfort and service of a top hotel and the fine dining of an
Italian palazzo – and all without damaging the very environment
you’ve come to immerse yourself in. With wildlife roaming in
abundance, massive outcrops of granite rising above the rivers,
lava flows cutting across the plains and a deep and mysterious
cloud forest on the crest of the emerald hills, this is truly one of
the world's greatest wildernesses.

Suggested reading:
Africa, by John Reader;
The Covenant, by James Michener;
The Lost World of the Kalahari by Laurens van der Post;
West With The Night, by Beryl Markham

